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A UNITARIAN’S BELIEF, 
STATED IN SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE, 


‘| pevreve that ‘ there is but one God, the 
Faracr, of whom are all things.’ 1 Cor. viii. 
6. ‘That there is none other God but one. 
1 Cor. viii. 4. That the Farner is ‘ the only 
true God.’ John xvii. 3. That He ‘isa spir- 
it.’ John iv. 24. That He is the ‘ one God 
and father ofall, who is above all, and through 
all, and io all.” Eph. iv. 6. That he is ‘God 
only wise.’ Rom. xvi. 27. And‘ the only | 
Lord God” Jude 4. That He ‘ is the King | 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise | 
God.’ 1 Tim.i.17. ‘The only Potentate’| 
and ‘wo only hath immortality.” 1 Tim. vi. 
15,16, That ‘ there is none other God but | 
He.’ Mark xii. 29, 34. That He is * ths God 
of oar Locd Jesus Christ.” Eph. i. 17. Heb. i. 
9, And‘ tbe God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Eph. i. 3. 

I believe that He ‘made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and allthat in them is.’ Acts iv. 








24. That‘ He giveth to ail life and breath 
and all things’ and that ‘in Him we live, and 
move, and have our being.’ Acts xvii. 25, 
28. Aud that He created all things alune, by 
himself, by bis own hands, and that there is no 
God with him. Isaiah xliv. 24. xly. 12. 
Deut. xxxii, 39. Mark xiii. 19. 

i believe * that Jesus is the Christ.’ 1 John 
v. 1. Dhat he was born of Mary ‘ the es- 
poused wife of Joseph.’ Mat. i. 11. Luke ii. 
5. 6., 1‘ confess und believe that he is the 
son of God.’ i John iv. 15. Acts viii. 37. 
1 believe that he is ‘ the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God.’ Rev. iii. 14. ‘The only begot- 
ten of the Father” John i. 14. ‘The first 
born of every creature.’ Col.i. 15. And ‘the 
krat begotten and the first born from the 
dead.’? Col. 1.18. Rev. 1. 5. 

i believe that ‘ God anointed him with the 
eil of gladness above his fellows,’ Heb, i, 9. 
‘That * God gave not the Spirit by measure to 
him.’ John tii. 34. That it ‘pleased the 
Father that in him should all fulness dwell,’— 
Col. i. 19. ‘That ‘in him dwelleth all the 

{ alness of the Godhead bodily.’ Col. ii. 2.— 
‘heis the image of the invisibie God. 





J believe that he ‘ came down from heaven, 
not to do his own will, but the will of inm 
that sent him.” John wi. 38. That he came 
‘to bear witness unto the truth.’ John xviti.37. 
That ‘the Father, which sent him. gave hina 
commandment what he should sv, and what 
he should speak” John xii. 49. I believe 
that he said,‘ My Father is greater than !.’ 
John xiv. 28. My Father is greater than ali.’ 
John x. 29. * | can of mine own self do noth- 
ing.’ John v. 30. * The Father that dwelicth 
in me, He doeth the works.’ Jobn xiv. 10.— 
| believe that when he spake these words he 
spake the tvuth, for | believe that he ‘ did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.’ 
1 Pet. ii. 22. I believe that ‘ he and his fath- 
er are one.’ John x. 380. Not one persoa, 
however, or being, bat a3 ajl frue disciples 
are one in the Father and in hin. John xvii. 
21, 22. xiv. 20, 

I believe § in my heart that God hath rats- 
ed him from the dead.’ Rom. x.9. ‘That ‘all 
power is given unto him in heaven and in 
earth.’ Mat. xxviii. 18. That because ‘he 
humbled himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross, God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which ts above every name, thatat the name 
of Jesns everv knee should bow, and thot ev- 
ery tongue should confess, ‘hat Jesua Clirist 
is fuord, to the glory of God the Father.’ 
Phil. ii. S—11. Heb. 1.9. That‘ God hath 
made him both Lord and Christ.’ Acts ii. 56. 
That * He hath exalted him to be a Prince 
and Saviour.’ Acts v.31. That ‘God gave 
him to be head over all things tothe Church.’ 





i 
' 
Col.t. 15. And ‘the brightness of his giorv.’4 
’ 


Eph.i.22. That *God hath appointed a day in 
| which He will judge the world in righteous- 
iness by that manwhom Iie hath ordained.’ 
‘that 1s Jesus Christ. Acts xvit. 31. Rom is. 
(16. That he ‘is the way, and the truth, aod 
‘the life” John xiv. 6. And that ‘there is 
{none other name under heaven given amongst 
imen, whereby we must be saved.” Acte 
live 92. 

I believe also, that ‘ there is one God, and 
jone Mediater between God and men the man 
| Christ Jesus? 1 Tim.ii.5. That since by 
| man came death, by man came also the res- 
urrection of the dead.’ 1 Cor, xv. 21am 
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Vhat ‘ through this man is preached the for- | 
giveness ot sins.’ Acts xiii, 33. That * at the 
coming of Christ, then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to| 
Gad, even the Father.’ * Then shall the Son | 
also himself be subject unto him that put all} 
things under him. that God may be ail in ail,’ 
1 Cor. xv. 23, 28. 

This is my present faith on this subject. the 
result of diligent, prayerful, and laborious | 
search after truth. But, agreeably to tne_ 
principles uf this church, and the command to | 
search the scriptures, given by him who was | 
not only full of grace and truth, but the way 
and the truth, |heid myself bound at all times 
to be open to conviction, and to the reception 
of truth, as the same shall be presented to my 
mind.”? 

‘‘ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ, is born of God.’? 1 John v. 1. * Who- 
soever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in bim and he in God.’ 
1 Jobn iv. 15. Eddy’s Reasons. 
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TO ALL CHRISTIANS. 

Ir is an error to believe, that devotion 
nourishes a spirit of severity, in judging of the 
manners and characters of others. Under 
this reproach, indeed, it has so Jong sutfered in 
the world, that, with too many, the appella 
tion of devout suggests no other character, 
but that of a sour and recluse bigot, who de. | 
lights in censure. But the reproach is unjust ; | 
for such a spirit is entirely opposite to the na- | 
ture of true devotion. The very first traces | 
which this imprints on the mind, are candour 
and humility, Its principles are liberal. Its 
genius 13 unassuming and mild. Severe only 
io itself, it makes every allowance for others 
which humanity ‘can suggest. Jt claims no 
privilege of looking into their hearts, or of de- 
ciding with respect to their eternal state. If 
your supposed devotion produce contrary ef. 
fects; if it infuse harshness into your senti- 
ments, and acrimony into your speech; you 
may conclude, that, under a serious appear- 
ance, carnal passions lurk. And, if ever it 
snall so far bift you up with self conceit, as to 
make you establish your own opinions as an 
infallible standard tor the whole Christian 
world, and lead you to consign to perdition all 
who differ from you, either in some doctrinal 
tenets, or in the mode of expressing them; 
vou may rest assured, that to much pride you 
have joined much ignorance, both of the na- 











ture of devotion, and of the Gospel of Christ. 
Blair’s Sermons, 





T'o the Editor of the Libera! Christian. 
Sir—l rejoice that you have undertaken e@ 
work, one ebject ot which will be to explaia 
and defend ‘the views that Unitarians enter. 
tain of Religion, I rejoice, because { believe 
those views are correct, and because | believe 
that, if well known and practiced upon, they 
will prodace a lasting good effect upon public 
morale, and cause many persons to become 


‘Coristians, who are now deterred from it oa - 


account of their mistaken notions of Chris- 
tianity. JT rejoice too, because I know that 
the views of Unitarians are very much mis- 


irepresented, either wilfully or through igno- 


rance, by many who are regarded as the ora- 
cles of truth and wisdom. By way of sugges- 
tion, I wi'l state some of the erroneous opin- 
ions, which these misrepresentations have oc. 
casioned, that you may be induced, in the 
course of your labors, to shew their falsity. 


It is confidently believed by many that 
Unitarians use the Holy Scriptures only asa 
cloak, under which they may the more easily 
propagate Deistical sentiments. One would 
suppose the fact, that several of the ablest 
works in support of the divine authority of the 
Holy Scriptures have been written by Unita- 
rians, would be enough to refule this error.— 
But you must not be disappointed, if you do 


‘not fod this sufficient for your purpose.— 


Prejudices of long standing, which have been 
sedulously instilled by men of high authority 
into minds not used to investigation, will be 
found to resist much powerful reasoning. 


Another error, as prevalent as it is gross 
and unfounded, is that Unitarians place their 
sole dependence upon good works, performed 
in this world for their happiness in the next ; 
whereas they only consider good works as the 
fruit and outward evidence of their religion, 
whose seat ts in the heart, and which consists 
in love to God, and loye to Man. It is very 
true, Unitarians believe that it is impossible 
for aman to be a Christian, unless he be a 
moral mau ; still they do not believe that his 
morality will entitle him to claim eternal hap- 
piness as a compensation. Very far from it. 
Their hopes of eternal happiness rest solely 
upon the free and unmerited grace of God, 
which is in mercy promised fo all those, who 
comply with the conditions of Salvation. 


I will at present mention but one error 
more, towards which you will probably direct 

















THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN. 


i} 








your attention in the prosecution of your 
work. Itis supposed that Unitarians totally 
disbelieve the doctrine of Regeneration. 
Upon this doctrine, it must be allowed they 
differ very materially from their Orthodox 
brethren ; yet they consider their views of it 
of the very first importance, and we!! support- 
ed by Scripture. Trinitariana believe that 
Regeneration is an instantaneous, irresistable, 
and supernatural change, wholly independent 
of the will or exertions of the subject upon 
whom it is wrought. One very obvious tenden- 
cy of this belief is to produce, in many persons, 
a carelessness with regard to their religious 
characters. ‘They suppose they cannot be- 
come Christians if they would. Under this 
dreadful delusion they frequently remain, un- 
til their bearts become callous to every good 
affection, and until they are beyond the reach 
ofreformation, But this is not the only ten- 
dency. Many persons of strong sensibilities 
are thrown into a state of actual desperation, 
by the dread/ul and appalling idea, that they 
cannot become the subjects of divine favor— 
that let them do what they may, Grace is an 
unconditional gift. One would suppose that 
the absurdity of this belief, without consider- 
ing its dreadful consequences, would convince 
any rational mind, that it could not be sup- 
ported by those Scriptures, whose only object 
is to persuade men to become religious. 





In stating what I conceive to be the Unita- 


rian construction of this doctrine, I am by no |- 


means sure that ] shall meet your views or 
indeed those of the majority of Unitarians ; 
for | know that they differ upon this subject. 
But | will state what I know to be the opinion 
of some Unitarians. ‘They believe that Re- 
generation is a change wrought by divine 
grace upon the heart and conduct of men, in 
consequence of their own exertions. They 
believe that God always lends his assistance, 
butin the same sense that he lends his assist- 
ance to the farmer in raising bis annual crops. 
The farmer must sow, and he must reap, but 
it is God who blesses his Jabor and gives the 
increase. 
come changed, and must exert all his powers. 
to guard against his evil propensities, and use 
every means to acquire holy affections, and 
God will crown his good resolutions with suc- 
cess. Which of these two different views of 
the doctrine of Regeneration is the most ra- 
tional? Which is best supported by scripture ? 


& free and candid discussion of these ques- | 


So man must first resolve to be. | 


tions, ! am sure will result favorably for the 
cause Of liberal and rational Christianity. 
I am Sir, with respect, 

Yours. AN j RER. 

N. B. We thank “An Inquirer”? for his sug- 

gestions, and promise to notice * those er- 
rors and misrepreseniations’’ in due time. 
Editor. 


OTT 
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—¢ ou 
DR. WATTS. 

Sucs as know little of these disputes, and 
have never ventured to read any thing bat the 
wiiters of their own side, geuerally imagine 
that all things in their own particular scheme 
are Clear as the light; and they are too ready 
to impute all the doubts or difficulties that are 
raised on these subjects to the want ofa due 
regard totrath. ‘Liev believe their own par- 
ticular mode of explaining this great article 
with as firma faith, and make tt as sacred and 
divine as the article itself; and they suppose 
that their whole scheme is supported by all 
those scriptures, which are made use of to 
prove the deily of the Son and the Spirit. So 
anhappily has the christian world been taught 
to mingle human schemes with divine truths. 

— 3+ 

Wuen I apply myself with diligence to 
make further inquiries info the great doc- 
trines of the gospel, | would never make my 
own former opinions the standard of truth and 
the cule by which to determine my future 
judgment.. My work is always to lay the Bi- 
ble hefore me, to consult that sacred and in- 
fallible guide, and to square and adjust all my 
sentiments by that certain and unerring rule, 
[t isto this sapreme judge of controversies, 
that I pay an unreserved submission, and 
would derive all further light from this foun- 
tain. I thank God that I have learned“to 
retract my former sentiments, and change 
them, when upon stricter search and review 
they appear less agreeable to the divine 
standard of faith.* 

* See the Preface to Dissertations relating to the 
Christian Doctrine of the Trinity. Part It. 

+o 

“ Art human authority, though it be nev- 
er so ancient, though it hath had universal 
sovereignty, and swayed all the learned and 
the vulgar world for some thousands of years, 





yet has nocertain and undoubted claim to 
| truth; nor is it any violation of good manners 
ito enter a caveat with due decency agains? 


is - andad a an ~~ ae 

its pretended COminion. ' 
« al ° 7 . 
WVatis on the Ming. 
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COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIR- 
ITUaL.”? 

Mew originally receive all their notions 
and opmions on trust. They receive them 
without examination. And these unexamined | 
Opinions—these prejudices are most difficult | 
to be reasoned with and to be removed.—| 
Now let it beremembered, that every gene- | 
ration is educated by that which preceded it ;| 
and we sha!!, at once, perceive of what im 
portance it is, thatin forming our views of 
religion, we should consider the great course 
and history of religion inthe ages that have | 
gone by; that we should compare our own 
spiritual things with the spiritual things of 
past times. for this plain reason is ttimpor 
ant, viz. because our spiritual things, or in 
other words, our religious notions are deeply 
atlected bv those of the generations before 
ue ;not by our age only, but by every age ; 
for every age has transmitted more or less of 
ite character fo the next. To what purpose 
-do we investigate, and read books, and study 
our Biblea, if we do not consider under what 
biss we do this ? We may reason, and read, 
and stedy, (as in fact men commonly do) only 
io confirm the opinions which we pretend to 
examine--only to confirm opirions which we 
“never did examine, ‘Thus we take the faith 
‘ofour Fathers for authority, and, the moral 





‘improvement of the world is at a stand. 
There are two dangers to be guarded 
against, in forming our religious opinions.— 





“Oe ts the influence of prejudice, than which | 
mothing is more subtle and powerlul. 
other tsa disposition to go to opposife ex | 
iremes, when once we come to doubt the 
correctness of opinions which we formerly 
entertained. We intend in this and some 
‘following numbers, to take a rapid survey of 
the history of rel'gious opinions, in order to 
put cur readers upon their guard against the 
above named dangers ; viz. a strong predilic 
tion for cid things on the one hand, and an 
overweauing fondness for new ones on the 
other. 

No person surely will be disposed to main 
tain that any old opinion ia correct, mere- 
iv because it is old; for this argament would 
hring back upon us, sil the vagaries and 
absurdities of a popish faith. In fact the his 
tory of religious opinions seems as if it were 
intended to shew that ail human authority in 
matters of faith is yain, and that the only safe 


The | 
; ; 





rule is the bible. As the history of the pa- | 


gan world before the Christian era,acems to 
have been designed by God to shew the need 
ofa revelation, so it would seem has the his- 
iory of the Christian world deen suffered if 


/not intended to shew the necessity of keeping 


close to the revelation that has been giver.— 
if this history cannot cure us of a sinfai reli- 


-ance on human systems, we must indeed be 
| incorrigible. 


Christianity has come tous through the 


» 
channel of human creeds systems and speca- 


lations; and it must be affected by the medi- 
um of communication. Itis a very material 
fact, that none of us have received our first 
notions of religion froma simple and unbiassed 
reading of the wore of God; but entirely 
from human sources, and, as we shail pre- 
sently shew, from corrupt sources. 

When we say that simple and pure christ- 
ianity has been great'y corrupted, and disfig- 
ured, let it be remembered that we advance 
nothing new, but take ground common to all 
Protestants. And we only insist that those, 
who do take this ground, have great reason 
to tread circumspectly those paths, in which 
they are but just emerging from the mazes 
of ancient error. 

We are now prepared to trace, though if 
must be very rapidly, the sources of our opin- 
ions. 

The stream of Revelation, as we believe, 
does not come to us pure and uncorrupt, a3 
when it buret forth eighteen centuries ago on 
the plains of Judea. It has passed down 
through various countries, and has brought 
with it some qualities from every soil and 
climate. 

If we were to describe religion as it was. 
before the Reformation; we should say that 
it was, to a very great degree, the religion of 
fear, of form, of mystery, of dogmatism, and, 
more than ail, it wasa religion that was al- 
ways inventing something as a substitute for 
piety and a holy life.—-It was the religion of 
fear ; not filial but slavish fear. The people 
trembled before the priest, and the pricst 
trembled before his God. Men dared not to 
think, and scarcely dared to pray for them- 
selves. ‘bere was excommunication and 
anathema. ‘There was penance in this world, 
and purgatory in the next, and terror ia all.— 
it was the religion of form. Rites and cere- 
monies and services grew into a monstrous 
accumulation that weighed down and oppress- 
ed every feeling of genuine devotion.— it was 


4 


the religion of mystery. The more absuri'y, 
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the more faith. 
more devotion. 
the paths of common n life, and fide the jadg 
ment of common sense. It set aside the pro. 
per use of the human faculties. It was all 
preternatural, and mysterious, and awfal,— 
Again, it was the religion of dogmatism, In- 
quiry was driven to the dar geon, and the de- 
cisions of the Pope and the priests were the |; 
rule of faith, Nothing could then incur so 
much discredit and hazard as a doubt. Oh! 
a doubt it was, that, like devoted prev, called 
forth the yelling fories of universal inquisition 
and was hunted to disgrace and death. A 
doubt of the infallibility of the priests was 
then the worst of crimes, worse than cruelty, 
murder, parricide. The meekness and for- | 
bearance of Jesus, and the gentleness of his 
precepts were all forgotten; confidence and 
assurance were the tests of wisdom and piety. 
—!n fine, religion before the reformation, was 
always substitufing something for a holy life, 
and making every thing it could substitute or 
invent essential to salvation, Men were not 
willing to walk in the plain and obvious paths 
of christian morality, but they must needs 
find out many devious ways to heaven. There 
were rites and forms—feasts and fasts—pen- 
ance and mortification—there were masses | 
and pilgrimages—there were saintly relics and 
sacred waters—there were donatives and le- 
gacies to the Charch ; the beilding of cathe- 
drale and monasteries. Piety, inward, living | 
piety was very much left out of the question. 
Every thing else was made a substitute, and 
every thing y but this was made essential, 

The reformation broke the spell of this un- 
holy enchantment, well denominated Anti- 
Christ; and well predicted to come * with 
lying wonders and all deceivableness of un- 
ri ghteousness,’ The power of the § Man of 
sin’ was broken, but it was not annihilated.— 
Some portion, we venture to say, of the reli- 
gion of fear, of form, of mystery,of dogmatism, 
and of substituting indiderent things in. the 
piace of piety, survived the Reformation ;— 
and surely no reasonable and reflecting man 

think the suspicion without foundation, 





wiil 
that some portion of it still has come down to 
ourown times, 

ly any are inclined to waunt the slorious 
doctrines of the Reformation, and to think that 
tis eveat dia away all ertnr from the Church, 
let them listen to the f, 
ment. Since the Reformation, it has been the 
current Selief throughont the 
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whole Christian 
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sterity, so imput a that with- 
Ht ous any fall. of “the ir own, they al! deserved 
to go « down to everlasting destruction It has 


been the current belief that myriads of in- 
lfants for this impated sin—sin which they 
never commit tted, nor felt, nor thought of— 


that myriads and myriads of hei; pless in mat 
as soon as they had opened their eyes on th 


? 


light, justly deserved the same ever!as:i 2 
misery. Then cameinthe doctrines o! hu- 


man inability, of eternal decree, uncon.tiiion- 
al election, reprobation and effectual calling, 
and fhrew their lengtheninz shadows over the 
Christian world, and passed on like a funcral 
| procession to celebrate the death of the soul! 
Let us not be misunderstood —we do not ae 
‘to the extreme of believing nothing about 
these doctrines, ts which the abuse of them is 
‘liable to lead. But let it be ienbered, in 
‘this connexion, that according to former no- 
tidns, inability was total incapacity wh rte 
do, or even to wish to do the will of God ;— 
that decree was fate ; that election was a 
singling out of a few to be saved from the hu- 
man family, without any foresight of good 
works in them; that reprobation was the un- 
conditional casting off and dooming the rest 
to destruction ; that effectual calling was the 
| irresistable influence of God’s spirit upon the 
|elected few ; and to crown all, that those few 
| without one sympathy for the unhappy mil- 
lions of their lost brethren, will rejotce in 
their role ;— Yes * that the sight of hell tor- 
ments’ as one says, — exalt the happiness 
ofthe saints forever.’ This last is the language 
of one, who is prevailing!y styled the greatest 
of our American Divines. Oh! s: ys he, 
speaking with rapture of this sight which the 
Saints wil! have of their miserable fellow be- 
ings—*Oh ! it will make them sensible huw 
happy they are’? !—This is coming verv near 
to ourown times. And a tittle observati yn 
will convince us, that ifthese views o/ religion 
are passing away at last, they are still linger- 
ing hike the shadows of night among the hills 
and the mountains—the ruder piaces of pro- 
testant Christendom.—Pe haps no one who 
may rea d our Py ces, entertains these shocks 
ng views of re ligion, and of the relation: be- 
ween man and }his Creator. But may it not 
ye feared that they still partially oversh 20% 
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the minds of some ? or that a just abhorrence 
of themis driving others to the extreme ef 
| believing nothing ? 


~ 


(T’o be continued. 
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| munications be has meade of his holy wili; the 


‘ACHING FOR DOCTRINES THE COMMAND: | truths he has revealed ; and the gractous pro- 


MENTS OF MEN”? 


s Citnist came into the world to bring | 


Inst 


af a immortality to light; to declare unto | able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 


ec 


en the whole will of God ; 


| 
| 


/ 


mises he has declared. 


scripture is easily understood, and ta “ profit. 


to Jead us by his | for instruction in righteousness. i! 


But rouch 


| 
saventy instructions, and excellent example | of the Janguaze is obscure owing to the pecu- 
the love aad practice of universal good- liavities of the eastern style; the different 


nae" 5 


to assure us of pardon and acceptance jidiom of the original and our translations ; 


‘rough the grace of God upon repentance} and to the distance of time and place, at 


and nants s of life; 
he cole 


to lav open before us} which the Bible was writtea, 
nnities of a fatare judgment ; and to|scure, peculiar language, men have deduced 


From this ob- 


confirm the joyful hope of eternal life to those | those doctriaes, which have ever been a sub- 


who have palientiy continued in the way of, |ject of contention. 


well doing. Thus we are taught that the 
grea concern of this life should be to become 
sood. By goodness, we mean “ the exercise | 


| 
| 


Christians have forgotten 


the great object of revelation ; and sacrificed 


the spirit of religion t in their zeal for opinions, 
which they have embraced, perhaps on a 


of that love to man, of which love to God is!carefal examination of the scriptures, but 


the basis ; that performance of duty, of which 
habitual principle and pious feelings are the 
source; that steady course of well doipg, 
which begins in a deep and grateful sense of 
obligation to the Almighty, and never turns 
aside from any meaner consideration; ex- 
tending to the state of the heart, as well as the 
manner of the life.”’? This is religion —this is 
what christianity enjoirs—this should be the 
constant aim of our exertions ard the subject 
of our fervent prayers. But it is so difficult 
to cultivate purity of heart, and to persevere 
in the path of rectitude, that men have ever 
heen disposed to find a substitute for holi- 
ness; and to seek the favor of God by other 
means than those which he has appointed, 
A rigid self-denial of the comforts of life—the 
infliction of self-torture—the purchased pray- 
ers of the church were formerly resorted to. 
By many of the present day, there is suppos- 
ed to be a singular efficacy in mere faith ; and 
the betief of certain doctrines is consider. 
ed essential to salvation. Councils and Sy- 
nods, heated with controversy, have presuin- 
ed to decide what these all-important doc 
trines shall be. Instead of referring men to 
‘the Bible, the Bible only,’ as the rule of 
faith and practice, they have set up creeds 
wind required subscription to them on pain o! 
‘perishing everlastingly.”” The prominent 
coctrines in these human formularies are ac- 
knowledged to be unintelligible, and are not 
xplicitly stated in any part of Scripture.—- 
We do not find in the sacred writings any re- 
ularly digested creed ; nor: a set of articles 
» which we must subscribe. 


« 
ay 

, 
a. 


an account of God’s dealings with men ; an | that you have not erred? Are you infallible 4 
exhibition of his paternal character; the com- | From the same source, the holy Bible, otheg 


|more probably on human autbority. 





They contain | scriptures. ’ We rejoin ; who has assured you 


Instead 
of allowirg each other to exercise unmolest- 
ed the right of private judgment, every one 
claims for his own system the honor of its be- 
ing genuine, and would make his faith the test 
of true believers. Thus do men superadd 
something to christianity, as it was taught by 
Jesus—terms of acceptance into the visible 
church on earth, which we are no where told, 
will be required as the condition of accep- 
tance with God. These superadditions too 
are often regarded with greater veneration 
than the simple but momentous truths, which 
Christ constantly insisted upon, and the sub- 
lime moral lessons which he gave. They 
are Called the fundamentals, the vital parts of 
our religion; and the different sects attempt 
to enforce their peculiar doctrines by the 
terrors of church-discipline; and even by 
presumptuously threatening the eternal ven- 
geance of heaven upon all who refuse, how- 
ever conscientiously, to subscribe to their 
creeds, ‘To all, who manifest this disposition, 
we would appeal with solemnity. 
you judges of another’s servants? Who au- 
thorized you. to anathematize your fellow 
men? Who commissioned you to administer, 
at your discretion, the awful punishments ot 
a fature state ? Bold men! how appalling is 
your presumption, thus to usurp the judg- 
ment seat of the King of Kings! To God, to 
God only are men accountable for the faith 
they may adopt. Perhaps those, to whom we 
thus speak, may reply ;.‘ we only declare the 
doctrines of the gospel as set forth io the 
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men derive different 
And which of you are right? 
competence of ability hoth natural and ac- 


quired, with the same eternal happiness at 
stake, and the same anxiety to discover the 


rtrath as it is in Jesus, they have come (o differ. 
ent conciustons, and Gud only is able to de- 
cide between you, 
him at the last day for the honesty of our in 


}tentions, and the fidelity of our search after 


the trath. Why then dost thou judge thy] o 
brother ? why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother ? Let every one be fully persuaded 
in bis own mind. ‘ Man as my fellow and 
friend may assist, may convey that usefal in- 
formation, which my abilities or situation had 
not enabled me of myself to acquire; he may 
be the instrument of rescuing my mind from 
illiberal prejudices and ebtruded errors ; he 
mayuse every mild and rational method of 
enlightening my understanding ; but having 
dove this, the ‘availing myself of the lights 


which he has furnished to me, the judging of 
the evidence he has laid before me, the form- | 


ing the last decision which to me is trutb, mast 
rest with myself. Conviction must be my 
own internal act as it is my own concern ; 


and for the purity and honesty of this ] must 


answer in my own persona, not in his, to God 
and .to God only.”? Let then every man be 
governed tn matters of religion, by bis honest 
convictions, and we have every reason to be- 
lieve, that if bis faith lead toa holy life, it will 
bea saving faith. 

{ Most of the above remarks were formerly 
pudlished in the Liberal Recorder, Spring- 
feid, Mass. | 

—21+o 
HERESY---HERETIC., 

Trrus iii. 10,11.—A4 man that is an heretic 
afler the first and second admonition reject ; 
kuowing that he that is such is subverted, and 
sinneth, being condemned of himsel/. 

‘Iv is well known’ how much this passage 


of the apostle has been abused in former 


times, to encourage christians in their perse- 
cutions ofoneanother. As it now stands in 
our English version, common readers will be 
apt to conclude from it, that there is a cer. 
tain class among christians, called heretics in 
the Scriptures, teaching wrong and bad doc- 
trines, especially in denying the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and the divinity of Christ, 
(for to those things ia particular the term has 
been applied and confined) ; and who, on tiiis 
account, are to be considered and avoided as 
infectious persons, that poison the minds of 








views of Christranity, 


With equal 


Ve shall all answer to 


those who converse cenit ther mM, ait Would 
endanger their eternal salvation. 

But the Scripture knows no such use or 
appropriation of the terms, heresy o 

Heresy (airesis) signiies a sect, or division 
of men ; holding certain opinions. St. Paul, in 
\his speech before Agrippa, says ; (Acts xavi. 
5) afler the most exact sect (airesin) of our 
religion I lived a@ Pharisees. The Broek 
word here translated sect is the same that in 

other places is translated heresy. 

A heretic then or sectary, (for the words are 
synonymous,) may bea praiseworthy cr blame- 
able character, according to the grounds on 
which he goes, and for which he divides or 
separates himself from others. St. Paul inti- 
mates in another defence of himself before 
the Roman governor; that although his ad- 
versaries accused him of making causeless di- 
visions, of being a heretic, or sectary in the 
bad sense of the word, by adjoining himself 
to the Christians ; he had the approbation of 
his owa mind in what he bad done, and glo- 
ried init: (Acts xxiv. 14) J confess unto thee, 
that after the way that they call heresy, 80 wor- 
ship I the God of my fathers. 

The heretic or sectary, in religion, is at 
such times only a blameabie characte r, when 
out of views of temporal power or profit, or 
any like sinister motives, and not from a con- 
scientious regard for truth, he begins, cher- 
ishes, and continues divisions in the christian 
society, like the man here censured by Paul. 
} The attentive reader, who considers, Titus 
i. 10, 15. and the connexion of the present 
injunction of Paul to ‘Titas (iii. 10, 11.) with 
what immediately precedes it, will find that it 
'may thus justly be rendered into English :— 
The causer of divisions among you (by intro- 
ducing doctrines which be knows do not be- 
long to the gospel) after the first and second 
admonition, have no sociely with; as you are 
fully convinced that he must be wholly pervert- 
ed, and a bad man; because he knows in his 
own conscience, that he asserts what is false. 

If then christians will call others heretics, 
by way of reproach, for not holding with them 
in their opinions about the doctrine of the 
Trinity ane Divinity of Christ, or any other 
opinions; and thtak it right to shua each oth- 
ers company on such accounts, and to hate 
and persecute one another; they must seek 
for other authorities, and not quote this pas- 
sage of St. Paul’s epistle, nor his example, to 
countenance them in such practice.” 

Lindsey's {Historical view. 
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‘‘ Tie eloquent Saurin pointedly exclaims— 


‘Why are not ecclesiastical bodies as rigid and 
severe against heresies of practice as they are 
against heresies of speculation? Certainly 
there are heresies tn morality as well as in 
theology. Councils and synods reduce the 
doctrines of faith to certain propositional 


pointe, and thunder anathemas against all who 


refuse to subscribe them. They sav, cursed 


be he who doth not believe the divinity of 


Christ ; cursed be he who doth not believe 
hypostatical union, and the mystery of the 
cross ; cursed be he who denies the inward 
operations of grace, and the irresistable efii- 
cacy of the Spirit. Iwish they would make 
a few cannons against moral heresies. How 
many are there of thiskind among our people !’ 
These observations made by the intelligent 
Saurin, respecting the refugee Protestants in 
Holland, are applicable to the Protestants in 
our times. Their anathemas are directed 
more against error than against unrighteous- 
ness. Whereas vice is the more formidable 
enemy to the welfare of mankind. To the 
word of God, therefore, let us have constant 
recourse, and thence derive the doctrine which 


as according to godliness, pure ts the light of 


heaven and refreshing as the dew of the 
morning. The Gospel of Jesus Chiist, jasily 
understood and cordially believed, enlightens 
the mind—c«!ms the troubled conscience— 
rectifies depraved propensities—and introdu- 
ces usinto the habitation of the spirits of just 
gnen made perfect. 

“Pilgrims and sojourners on etrth, we are 
hastening to an eternal world, and a few 
more fleeting years will place even the young- 
est of us before the (ribunal of Heaven. 





{ 


1 


Whether we can abide the awfal ecratiny 


which shall be iastituted at the last great day 
‘for which all other days were made,’ is a 
question of infinite importance, and intimately 
concerns rational and accountable creatures. 
Amidst the din of controversy, and the jar- 
rings of adverse parties, the opinions of the 
bead are often substituted for the virtues of 
the heart, and thus is practical religion deplo- 
rably neglected. Fleeing, therefore, those 
pernicious disputes, which damp our devotion, 
and contract our benevolence, let us cultivate 
the means by which our faith may be invigo- 
yated, our bope enlivened, our charity con- 
firmed, our affections elevated to the things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of Ged ! The veil now thrown over 
the preliminary state, and concealing from 


| 





our view celestial objects, shall be speedily 
removed. Then bidding adieu to’ prejudices 
which darken the understanding, irritate the 
temper, and deform the spirit,-we shall em- 
biace each other with perfect love, and shall 
be astonishec at ourselves for having been on 
earth so addicted to unprofitadle disputations, 
and so backward to the exercise of brotherly 
kindness, and of Christian charity. We shall, 
indeed, be ready to exclaim in the words of 
holy Mr. Baxter—‘Where are now our diffcr. 
ent judgments, reproachful names, divided 
spirits, exasperated passions, strange looks, 
and uncharitable censures? Now we are all 
of one judgment, of one name, of one heart, 
house, and glory! O sweet reconciliatioa ! 
Happy anion! Now the Gospel shallno more 
be cishonored by our folly ! 


“ Almighty God ! look down on thine er- 
ring creatures. Pity their darkness and im- 
perfection. Direct them into the truth as it 
isin Jesus. Banishfrom their hearts the bit- 
terness of censure. Cherish in their mids a 
spirit of moderation and love towards their 
fellow Christians. To their zeal add knowl- 
edge, and to their knowledge charity. Make 
them humble under the difficulties which ad- 
bere to their faith, and patient under the 
perplexities which accompany their practice. 
Guide them by thy councii, and through the 
mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ, receive 
them into thy kingdom and glory.”’ 


-——<>+¢c>~ 


“ A venerable and distinguished Christiae 
father pronounced the greatest heresy to be a 
wicked life, Devoutly is it wished that those 
who are clamorous sbout speculative tenets, 
would level their artillery more against the 


violation of the preceptive part of our reli- 


gion.” 


ee Ee ee 
ie NOTICE.<0 


THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN will be 


continued, if sufficient encouragement should) 


be given. The annual price will be Ove 
Dottar, payable on the receipt of the third 
number. 

- Persons holding subscription papers are re- 
quested to return them; and it is hoped that 
those who intend to subscribe, will do se 





speedily. ‘Communications (post paid) ma 
be addressed to The Editor of The Libera! 
Christian, Brooklyn, Conn. 
————=_= ~ 
db. & Hi. WEBB, Painrcas. 





























































